FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

What: A FREE Family Concert of Classical American Music

When: Thursday, October 19, 2006 @ 7 PM

Where: Branford High School Auditorium

MEDIA CONTACT:  Junius Johnson
Orchestra New England
(203) 500-4932
manager@orchestranewengland.org

Orchestra New England Offers FREE Family Concert in Branford


New Haven, CT, [10/05/06] – Orchestra New England will perform a FREE Family Concert of classical American music at Branford High School on Thursday evening, October 19th.

“Far too many people have the impression that classical music is just stuffy and prim,” said James Sinclair, ONE’s music director, “but that is hardly the case – especially when it comes to American classical music.” 

“Orchestra New England always tries to make music in a ‘user friendly’ way,” he said, “and this current series of Family Concerts is a perfect example of us doing exactly that. The playing will be of the highest quality, but the presentation is geared to be casual and fun.” 

“And, why shouldn’t it be fun?” Maestro Sinclair asked. “Our concert is titled ‘Made in America’ and we will be playing everything from one movement of a Benjamin Franklin string quartet to some of Scott Joplin’s rags. It’s a wonderful way to hear the breadth of American musical ingenuity and to enjoy some of the wonderful sounds that American composers have given to the world.” 

“Old Ben Franklin is a great example of this,” he noted, “because he was just so creative in everything that he did! The movement from his string quartet is ingenious because it only requires ‘open strings’ – meaning that there was no fingering involved at all. Was Franklin trying to make music more democratic by making it more accessible for even novice fiddlers? Perhaps!” 

During the show, members of the audience will be given the opportunity to ask questions about the music and of ONE’s musicians. They will also be encouraged to come up on stage at the end of the program to look at the instruments and to visit with the musicians. 

“Our program covers almost 200 years of American music,” said Joe Russo, the Orchestra’s Manager. “Besides Ben Franklin and Scott Joplin, we will be playing works by Charles Ives – America’s singular musical genius – and by Walter Piston. This is a perfect opportunity for both students and their parents to come out for an evening of musical entertainment. We guarantee that this will be a fun and enjoyable evening for all.” 

This FREE Family Concert is supported by a grant from the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven in support of their guiding principle to “take philanthropy to the next generation.” It will be held in the Auditorium of Branford High School on Thursday, October 19th at 7 PM. Tickets are not required. 

Orchestra New England will offer two more presentation of their “Made in America” Family Concert program in the next few weeks. The first will take place at North Branford High School auditorium on Sunday, October 29th at 5 PM and the second is scheduled for the Neighborhood Music School at 100 Audobon St. in New Haven on Saturday, November 11th at 6 PM.  

Orchestra New England was founded in 1974 and has a prestigious following among chamber music aficionados.  In its 32-year existence, ONE has presented almost 700 concerts of classical and modern composers (from Bach to Babbitt) with their signature enthusiasm, professionalism and a consistent passion for excellence. 

James Sinclair has been the music director of Orchestra New England since its founding. He is among the world's pre-eminent scholars and champions of the music of Charles Ives. He is the Executive Editor for the Charles Ives Society, has served as music director for four PBS television documentaries including the Peabody Award-winning film about Ives, “A Good Dissonance Like a Man,” and was recognized by the Association of American Publishers for his “A Descriptive Catalogue of the Music of Charles Ives,” which was awarded the best publication of 1999 in arts scholarship. He has served as an Assistant Professor and a Visiting Lecturer in Music at Yale University, and is currently overseeing the John Kirkpatrick Papers and the Charles Ives Papers at Yale, and is an Associate Fellow of Berkeley College (Yale).
